
 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 

December 27th, 2020 

 

Welcome! The Service of Lessons and Carols was composed by an Anglican Bishop in 1880, 

based on ancient sources, for Christmas Eve. In 1918 it was adapted for the chapel of King’s 

College, Cambridge by its Dean, Eric Milner-White, who also composed the Bidding Prayer. 

This service has been used at King’s College and adapted for other traditions,  including this 

one for the United Methodist Church. We’ve shortened it a bit from its long form to adapt to a 

virtual format. 

 

Welcome 

 

The Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight 

   to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels, 

   and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, 

   and see this thing which is come to pass, 

   and the Babe lying in a manger. 

 

Therefore let us hear again from Holy Scripture 

   the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our sin 

   until the glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child; 

and let us make this house of prayer glad with our carols of praise. 

 

But first, because this of all things would rejoice Jesus' heart, 

   let us pray to him for the needs of the whole world, and all his people; 

   for peace upon the earth he came to save; 

   for love and unity within the one Church he did build; 

   for goodwill among all peoples. 

 

And particularly at this time let us remember 

   the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; 

   the sick and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; 

   the aged and the little children; 

   and all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, 

    or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 

 

Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice with us, 

   but upon another shore and in a greater light, 

   that multitude which no one can number, 



   whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 

   and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, 

   in the words that Christ himself has taught us. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

 

The First Lesson: - Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 Reader:Kevin Dubose 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the spirit of counsel and might, 

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

    or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

    and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Carol- Go Tell It on the Mountain! 

 

 The Second Lesson- Luke 1:26-35, 38           Reader: Janet Allen 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”  But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 



to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 

the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to 

the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

The Magnificat Reader: Janet Hill 

Luke 1:46-55, Please read the bold parts responsively. 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

3rd Lesson Luke 2:1-7 Reader: Cindy Freeman 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Carol- Away In A Manger 

 

4th Lesson- Luke 2:7-20  Reader: Natalie Hurley 



In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Carol- Joy to the World 

 

5th lesson- John 1:1-14       Reader: Joellen Snow 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.[b] 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
Carol- Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Christmas Blessing 


